Borough  of  Great  Torrington 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AND  THE 


Borough  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector 


For  the  Year  ending 
^iST  December,  iqt;4. 


Public  Health.  Staff. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH : 

C.  F.  R.  BRIGGS,  M.B.,  B.S. :  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S. 

BOROUGH  SURVEYOR  and  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR : 

P.  F'  R.  E.  SYMONS,  M.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A. 

COMMITTEES : 

HOUSING,  SANITARY,  BUILDING  &  IMPROVEMENTS. 
WATERWORKS  MANAGEMENT. 

SPECIAL  SEWERAGE. 


Council  Offices, 


6,  Halsdon  Terrace, 
Torrington. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

We  beg  to  Submit  our  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1954. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  Borough  was  very 
good.  The  influenza  epidemic  in  the  early  months  of  the  year 
was  mild  in  character.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  dysentery  in 
March  and  April — this  disease  was  widespread  throughout  Britain. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  was  12.8. 
That  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  15.2. 

The  corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  population  was  12.9, 
compared  with  11.3  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


We  are. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  F.  R.  BRIGGS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

P.  F.  R.  E.  SYMONS, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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Borough  of  Great  Torrington. 


Chief  Industries  and  Occupations. 

Agricultural. 

Glove-making. 

Milk  Factory. 

Cattle-breeding  Centre. 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (statute  acres)  .. 

•  •  • 

... 

3592 

Mid-year  Population 

.  .  . 

2828 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses... 

... 

950 

Rateable  Value 

•  .  • 

•  .  • 

;^16,077 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£65 

19s.  Od. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

14 

18 

32 

Legitimate 

14 

17 

31 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Still  Births 

— 

— 

— 

Comparability  factor  for  Births  —  1 

14 

England 

&  Wales 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.8 

15.: 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  —  24.0 

The  total  number  of  births  which  took  place  in  the  Borough  was 
49.  The  average  for  the  previous  5  years  was  76.  (The  Maternity 
Department  of  Torrington  Cottage  Hospital  was  closed  from  mid-July 
until  the  end  of  the  year).  Of  the  total  births  the  parents,  in  17  cases, 
were  resident  outside  the  Borough.  Thirty-four  births  took  place  in 
Torrington  Cottage  Hospital. 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  18  33  51 

Comparability  factor  for  Deaths  —  0.72. 

England  &  Wales 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  12.9  11.3 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

Live  Births  31.3 


25.5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Male 


Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  5 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  — 

Other  heart  disease  .. .  ...  ...  3 

Vascular  disease  of  nervous  system  ...  2 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  .  3 

Cancer  of  stomach  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  lung  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  breast  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  of  Uterus  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer,  other  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  — 


Female 

1 

1 

11 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 
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AGE  AT  DEATH  TABLE. 

Age  at  Death  Male 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  — 

1 — 5  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

6—15  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

16—25  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

26—35  ...  ...  ..  ...  — 

36—45  ..  ...  ...  ...  — 

46—55  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


56 — 65  ...  ...  •••  ...  6 

66—75  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

76—85  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Over  85  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Female 

1 

1 


1 

2 

11 

12 

5 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  outbreak  of  influenza  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  was 
seasonal,  and  was  mild  in  character.  Three  cases  of  influenzal  pneu¬ 
monia  were  notified. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  in  March  and  April, 
affecting  chiefly  school-children.  Extensive  bacteriological  tests  were 
performed  and  two  carriers  among  the  school-children  were  found  and 
treated.  During  the  Easter  Holidays  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the 
parents  of  every  school-child,  giving  advice  on  the  control  of  this  disease. 

The  epidemic  of  dysentery  was  widespread  throughout  the  whole  of 
Britain  during  1954,  the  number  of  cases  notified  being  the  highest  ever 
recorded. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 


year  :- 

Dysentery...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  9 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ..  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas...  ...  ...  ...  1 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Two  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year,  and  one  previously  notified  case  came  to  live  in  Torrington. 

The  following  cases  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  :- 


Pulmonary 

Male 

8 

Female 

5 

Non-pulmonary 

2 

2 

VENEREAL 

DISEASE. 

No  case  of  venereal  disease  has  come  to  our  notice  :  facilities  for 
clinic  treatment  exist  in  Barnstaple. 

CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS. 

There  is  no  ante-natal  clinic  in  Torrington.  Expectant  mothers 
receive  ante-natal  attention  from  their  own  doctors  and  from  the  District 
Nurse/Midwives,  or  attend  at  the  Cottage  Hospital.  These  arrange¬ 
ments  are  very  satisfactory. 

Cheap  milk  (lid.  per  pint)  is  available  for  expectant  mothers,  orange 
juice  at  reduced  price,  and  free  cod-liver  oil  or  vitamin  capsules. 

Free  dental  treatment  is  provided. 


CARE  OF  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  fortnigthly  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Health  Visitor :  children  up  to  school  age  may  attend.  Cheap 
milk  is  provided  for  nursing  mothers.  Milk  powder  at  reduced  prices 
is  provided  for  infants,  and  cod-liver  oil,  orange  juice  and  other  vitamins. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  provided  by  the  Queen’s 
Institute  District  Nurse/Midwives,  resident  in  Torrington.  They  have 
motor  cars  and  full  equipment,  including  portable  gas  and  air 
machines. 

Maternity  packets  are  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council. 

HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE. 

Routine  visits  after  confinement  are  made  by  the  County  Health 
Visitor  to  all  maternity  cases.  Tuberculous  and  other  patients  are  visited 
in  their  houses  when  necessary. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

There  is  no  organised  domestic  help  service.  County  grants  are 
made  towards  casual  home  helps  when  needed. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Devon  County  Council  ambulance  has  been  maintained  by 
Heard’s  Garage,  Torrington,  and  all  calls  answered  most  efficiently. 
There  has  always  been  close  co-operation  with  the  Red  Cross  Nurses. 
A  midwife  always  accompanies  any  woman  in  labour  who  is  carried. 


Patients  carried  in  1954 

581 

Total  mileage... 

16,996 

TORRINGTON  COTTAGE 

HOSPITAL. 

From  the  middle  of  July  until  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Maternity 

Ward  was  closed  owing  to  shortage  of  staff, 
beginning  of  1955. 

It  was  re-opened  at  the 

Patients  admitted  during  1954 

168 

Out  Patients  seen 

604 

Total  out-patient  attendances 

1,395 

Maternity  Cases 

34 

BLOOD  DONORS. 

The  South  Western  Division  of  the  National  Blood  Transfusion 
Service  visited  Torrington  in  October.  Sixty-eight  volunteers  gave 
blood. 
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SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  continues  to  function  satisfactorily,  and 
all  samples  of  effluent  taken  have  proved  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  weekly,  and  analysed  locally,  samples 
have  been  taken  regularly  by  the  Devon  Rivers  Board  Inspectors. 
Close  liaison  with  the  Rivers  Board  has  been  maintained. 

The  scheme  to  connect  the  whole  of  the  town’s  sewers  to  the 
disposal  works  was  put  in  hand  and  fair  progress  was  made,  although 
bad  weather  caused  many  delays.  The  new  system  be  will  brought  into 
operation  during  1955. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  September  25th,  1954,  the  new  water  treatment  plant  was  opened 
by  Lord  Fortescue.  This  new  plant  incorporates  chemical  sedimentation 
and  rapid  gravity  filtration.  Also  included  in  the  new  water  scheme  is 
a  125,000  gallon  covered,  reinforced  concrete,  storage  reservoir  and  this 
also  has  been  brought  into  use. 

The  slow  sand  filters  and  small,  open,  storage  tank  are  now  disused 
but  the  treatment  plant  is  still  supplied  from  the  11,500,000  gallon 
impounding  reservoir  at  Darracott. 

The  distribution  of  water  in  the  town  has  been  very  satisfactory 
and  the  introduction  of  the  larger  storage  reservoir  has  meant  that  constant 
pressure  has  been  maintained. 

During  the  month  of  July  the  water  level  in  the  impounding  reser¬ 
voir  dropped  to  12ft.  11  in.  below  overflow,  (compared  with  20ft.  4in. 
below  overflow  in  August  1953)  but  from  that  date  the  level  rose  fairly 
steadily.  No  water  was  drawn  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board’s 
main,  except  during  the  periods  of  filter  washing,  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  new  treatment  plant. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

New  public  conveniences  were  opened  for  Ladies  and  Gentlmen. 
These  conveniences  are  sited  at  the  top  of  the  Pannier  Market  and 
adjacent  to  Barley  Grove  and  Castle  Hill. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

In  July  two  private  slaugtherhouses  were  licensed,  and  since  that 
date  the  regular  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  has 
taken  place.  All  animals  slaughtered  are  first  stunned  by  means  of  an 
approved  mechanically  operated  instrument. 

Except  for  a  period  of  one  week,  all  animals  slaughtered  have  been 
inspected.  Details  are  as  follows 

Animals  Killed — 55  beasts.  220  sheep  and  lambs.  128  pigs  and  1  calf. 

Of  these,  9  sheep  and  lambs  were  “casualties” 
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Meat  Condemned — 

4  Whole  and  24  part  beasts’  livers. 

v5  Sheep  and  lamb  carcases  complete  with  offal 
('‘Casualties”) 

2  Whole  and  3  part  sheep’s  livers 
1  Sheep’s  pluck 

f  Whole  pig’s  carcase  and  offal 
10  Pig’s  heads 

5  Pig’s  plucks 

Tinned  foodstuff  condemned  during  the  year  was  as  follows 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat...  ...  9  lbs.  9  ozs. 

Brisket  of  Beef  ...  ...  5  lbs. 

Pork  Brawn  ...  ...  12  ozs. 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Borough.  Pre-packed  ice¬ 
cream  is  sold  from  licensed  premises. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  joint  scheme,  operated  in  conjunction  with  the  Torrington 
Rural  District  Council,  continues  to  function  satisfactorily.  One  full  time 
operator  is  employed  and  regular  routine  inspections  are  made. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  170 

Water  Supply ...  ...  ...  ...  217 

General  Housing  ...  ...  ...  49 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  119 

Plans  and  Planning  ...  ...  ...  27 

Food  Premises  and  Food  Inspection  ...  13 

Ice-cream  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  18 

Milk  Retailers  and  Dairies  ...  ...  13 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  ...  16 

Cemetery  ...  ...  ..  ...  44 

Cattle  Market  and  Pannier  Market  ...  58 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  ...  ...  197 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  26 

Recreation  Field  and  Children’s  Corner  ...  79 

Drain  Testing  and  Inspection  ...  ...  27 

Allotments  and  Fields  ...  ...  ...  12 

Nuisances  ...  ....  ...  18 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  6 

General  or  Miscellaneous  ..  ...  63 


TOTAL  1,187 
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HOUSING 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  made  during  the  year. 

1.  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts.  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

2.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  ...  A9 

3.  Number  of  houses  which  were  considered  unfit  for  human 

habitation.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

4.  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  in  con¬ 


sequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  6 

5.  Number  of  Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 
with  a  view  to 

(a)  Serving  of  notices  requiring  execution  of  works,  or, 

(<^)  Making  demolition  or  closing  orders.  ...  ...  Nil 

6.  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works.  Nil 

7.  Number  of  houses  renderd  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices.  Nil 

8.  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ...  Nil 

9.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 

accepted  under  subsection  2  of  section  19  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

10.  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Dyer  &  Son,  Printers,  Torrington. 
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